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The Law v., Free Press0.*iag
"To deprive a man of his
opinion is to rob posterity(
and the existing genera-W
tion. If it be right, then -4
they are deprived of ex-: ,
changing error for truth.
If it be wrong, they are%
deprived of illuminating
the impression of truth aso u
it collides with error." # ~e
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ume 3, No. 6
Pyle Named Editor in Chief
[ aw Journal Boardl Named:
Staff Structure Is Revised
The names of the ncw Hastings Law Journal staff mem-
bers were disclosed during the annual Journal Banquet which
wras hield at the Leopard Cafe on Saturday night, May 2,
1964. The new Editor-in-Chief is Kurt Pyle, the new man-
aging editor is Jim Smith. The new issue editors for the
Journal are Jerry Abbott, John ....... ...... .
Till and Mike Welch. . .... ..
Dean Sammis delivered special.....
certificates to members of the ii.---.!. ... -.
current ed'itoialsaf tthe
Journal Banquet. He singled out ..
editor Armon Cooper, managing.....
editor William Simmons and ad-
ministrative assistant Jane Bark-
er for special praise in recogni-
tion of their outstanding contri-
butions to the Journal during the
past year. The banquet was well-
attended by Journal members,
members of the faculty, and
guests such as B. E. Witkin and
Felix Stumpf. The feature speak-
er of the evening was James Mar-
tin Maclnnes, a prominent San
Francisco attorney, who delivered Curt Pyle, Editor in Chief
an eloquent talk on how to ef -
fectively ar-gue cases before ju-TnFhiv n
ries,.o lctvs[
Several innovations were in-
stituted under Armon Cooper's
leadership this year and which
wiltake effect beginning next
year.. A change has been made_
with respect to the organization
of the Journal. Under the new
plan three separate groups will
comprise the Journal Staff. The
first group will be the Editorial
Board, the second will be staff
members, who ai-e third year
students not on the Editorial
Board, and the third group wl
be comprised of second year can-
didates.
One of the most important
chn-nges, a new research pro-
gram, will become effective next
year. Under this plan students
will be engaged in research for
future issues during the school
year on an extensive basis. Editor
Armon Cooper believes that this
new change will enhance the
value of the topical approach now
used by the Journal. The topical
approach was adopted at Hastings
at the suggestion of Professor
Albert J. Harno who will be re-
turning to teach at Hastings next
year as well as to act as the
f aculty advisor to the La w
Journal.
Beginning in October of 1965
the publication dates of the Jour-
nal will be changed so that is-
sues will come out in October,
December, March a n d May.
Charles Ruby is the new Ar-
ticles Editor for the Jour-nal. Jim
Cuneo,, Wendell Mew, Murray
Richtel and Dick Turrone are
the new Research Editors. The
new Book Review Editor is Joe
Moless and the new Publications
Editors are Ed Dechant and Rog,-
er Kensil.
In order- for a student to qua-
lify for the Journal he must
achieve a score of 80 or better.
Beginning this year a student
who elects to work on the Journal
must pledge to work for the
Journal in his third year as -well.
Coming Schedules
Dean Sammis reports that fLw)
the school year 1964-65, Hastings
will have a wide variety of elec-
tives to offer to the Second and
Third Year students.
Next year, as this, the second
year- students may substitute an
elective for Negotiable Instru-
ments, and the -third year stu-
dents may choose alternates for
Labor Law and Restitution.
The electives that will be of-
fered, in addition to the above
three, their weight and semester,
(subject to change) will be:
Creditors' Rights ... Sem. 1-3 units
Damages -........... Sem. 11-3 units
Doumestic Relations .Sem. I-2 units
Legal Clinic (limited to 20
students per Semester for
2 units)
Trade Regulations _Sem. 11-2 units
Future Interests (perhaps)
Legal
Profession ... Sem. I or 11-2 units
Medical Jurisprudence &
Toxicology ... Semn. I or 11-2 units
Mortgages ............. em. 1-3 units
Municipal
Corporations ..... Sem. 11-2 units
Dean Sammis reports that a 2.
unit course in Trial Practice in
Semester I will be offered with
one class meeting per week,
along with evening "labs" con-
sisting of work on voir dire, mak-
ing of motions, and other related
trial practice for the equivalent
of the other unit.
For the First Year students,
contracts may be dropped from
seven to six units and a one unit
course in Legal Research will be
of fered.
There is a possibility that in
the 1965-66 school year, a course
in Administrative Law may be
of fered.
Electives are limited by time,
availability of faculty and spdce.
Concerning, the latter, Dean Sam-
mis reports that plans to con-
struct under the forecourt and
any plans to build out over the
garage as reported in earlier edi-
tions of the VOIR DIRE have
been abandoned for more feasible
expansion in other Areas.
Powell, Vernon
Summer -Cadre
The third year course in Con-
flicts will be taught this summer
by David H. Vernon, Associate
Professor of Law at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico. Professor
Vernon received his B.A. and his
LL.B. from Harvard in 1949 and
1952 respectively. After complet-
ing his LL.M. at New York Uni-
versity he remained to teach in
the 1953-54 year. In 1954 he be-
came an Assistant Professor of
Law at the University of Hous-
ton, and held the same position
at the University of New Mexico
from 1955-58. He has been an
Associate Professor at the Uni-
versity since 1958. On a leave of
absence, he completed his J.S.D.
in 1960 at New York University.
Professor Vernon has taught
courses in Constitutional L a w,
Corporations, Suretyship, Negro-
tiable Instruments, Bankruptcy,
and Federal Food, Drug and Cos-
metic Act, as well as his present
specialties of Conflicts, Contracts
and Commercial Transactions. He
has been the Editor of the Gen-
eral State Food and Drug Laws,
Annotated, and several articles
in legal periodicals.
Hastings' own Professor Powell
will teach Trusts to new second
year students. He has been editor
and author of major works in the
field of property, including his
Cases on Trusts and Wills and the
monumental The Law of Real
Property. Professor Powell is ac-
tive at Hastings aside from his
teaching duties, having contrib-
uted an article "Civil Righlts and
Property Rights" to the Novem-
ber Law Journal, as well as being





The Honorable Stanley Mosk, Attorney General of the
State of California, will be the main speaker at commence-
ment ceremonies of the Class of 1964. The announcement
wias made on Friday, May 1, when the thiird year class met
to hear plans for the first graduation ceremonies in the 86
yetar history of the school. The
meeting was highlighted by the
announccment that the Atto±-ney
General has graciously accepted
the invitation of the dean, faculty
and graduating class to deliver
the commenccment addres0s.
Members of the Class of '64 also
reccived copies of the 1Hastins
classbook, the third one in the
school's history. Edward N.
Jackson, President of the Hast-
ings Alumni Association provid-
ed a picture of activities in store
for graduates who participate In
the Association.
Details of the June 5th Comn-
mencement ceremonies were an-
nounced by Jerry Marks, recent-
ly elected President of the Class
of '64 and key organizer of the
ceremonies. He invited all Has-
tings students to be in attend-
ance.
CEREMONIES
The commencement will take
place in the Grand Ballroom of
the Fairmont Hotel, beginning at
4 p.m. with the processional en-
trance of the graduating class in
full cap and gown. The academic
procession will be led by the
Board of Trustees, dean, faculty,
and the Board of Governors of
the Alumni Association. The in-
vocation will be delivered by the
Most Revereind Joseph T. Mc-
Gucken, Archbishop of San Fran-
Cisco.
BONITZ VALEDICTORIAN
The class will first hear the
message of Dean Arthur Sammis.
Then the Dean will introduce
Hastings' first valedictorian, lie
is Richard Bonitz, whose con-
sistently excellent work at H1as-
tings has grained him the unim-
peachable title of "Number One."
Attorney General Mosk's com-
mencement address will then be
heard by the nearly 1000 people
who are expected to be in at-
tendance. The Attorney General's
rich background in the legal af-
fairs of California complemer ts
the Hastings tradition that the
end with concluding remarks by
Attorney Gieneral, Stanley Mosk,
Guest Speaker at Commencement
Dean Sammis and the benedic.-
tion of Archbishop McGucken.
COCKTAILS AND BANQUET
A cocktail hour will be I eld
in the Grand Ballroom immedi-
ately after the ceremonies. At-
tendance and spirits are expected
to be high.
At seven o'clock a banquet will
take place in the Terrace ROOin
of the Fairmont for the graduat-
ing students and their guests.
This event, unlike the commence-
ment ceremonies, is already a
-tradition with the graduating
classes of Hastings. As in the past
it will be highlighted by the pre-.
sentation of honors, words to t',ie
wise from members of the fac-
ulty, and other traditional acti-
vities.
On June 13th, graduates of
Hastings will afttend the off icial
ceremonies of the University of





Dcan William Kegh, Associ-
ate Dean of Stanford Universit-y's
School of Law addressed Hast-.
ings' Students on April 23rd.
The Dean's address entitled,
"Military Law and Justice," was
highly informative and some-
what provocative. An expert oti
Military Justice, Dean Keogh dis-
cussed the pros and cons of the
military criminal procedure i
the General- Court Martial ~
compared to the civilian criminat
procedure. Dean Keogrh is a v'-,t
eran of many years as a Ciretit
Court Judg~e in the Army's Judgea
Advocate Corps.
credit on the school itself, the
faculty, and the individuals
undertaking it. It should be a
kind of natural by-product, in
each year, of the awe-inspiring
scholarship of our faculty.
The names of the indi-
viduals and their fields of con-
centration appear below. The
Voir Dire heartily congratu-
lates them!
Jack Alhadeff, New York
Univ., Tax; Don Berger, Univ.
of Illinois, International Law;
Mike DeVito, Harvard, Consti-
tutional Law; William Fair-
field, New York Univ.; Don
Ingoglia, New York Univ.,
Tax; Jerry Marks, George
Washington Univ.
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EdiLtorial Viewpoint
Probably no one, least of all an editor himself, knows
how many of the opinions an editor dutifully records in the
course of time are truly his own, and how many are mere
responses to the tugs and hauls of readers' opinions. How
many of the subjects treated are in the editor's own opinion,
the most important of the day, and how many are directed.
by popular demand, at the loudest current clamor? The an-
swer may vary as the editor takes a more or less exalted
view of himself and his mission.
At any rate, the final publication of the year seems a
pleasant place to register one opinion which is utterly un-
solicited by any interest group. This opinion is implied in6
much of senior class conversation. Whether it is from senior
mellowness, or general fatigue, or other imponderables, it is
csimply that Hastings has become a more enjoyable place
within our three years here. This view-is the more surpris-
ing when one notes the increased attendance pressure on the
physical facilities.
Reasons for this phenomenon are not hard to find.
* One can now pi-e-register for Fall and Spring semes-
ters, thus making the most of treasured vacation time.
* One is not threatened with suspension simply for
cutting a class before or after a vacation break.
* There are political clubs in which interested persons
can participate.
e The Voir Dire provides a new and reasonably acces-
sible forum for student opinion.
* The Sutro Room. is open during more hours of the
day, even though one should not eat, sleep, or study class
or other exotic materials there.
* There has been enough student pride and inlitiative
to organize our own graduation ceremonies, and, from all
indications. show good attendance at the event.
*The Law Journal, Moot Court, and Law Forum pro-
grams have all shown demonstrable improvement, thus
providing greater pleasure and profit for students.
Whlile some of the foregoing may seem to be mere
minoc and mechanicr I advances, the same deprecation ap-
plies to the removai of a burr from a saddle blanket. The
improvements are not necessarily .an abrupt triumph of ra-
tionality over darkn(,,s, but rather a product of persistent
cooper-ation between the student council and the adminhistra-
tent to bask in borrowed glory of an outstanding faculty. For
this school to achieve any form of lasting greatness there
must be a balancing within the whole; the students must
take and play an active role at school and within the com-
munity as students of Hastings College of the Law'We owe
a great deal to the third year class, who have in three years
either established or consolidated a student newspaper, grad-
uation exercises, an active Law Forum and political clubs. But
it must be understood that this is only a beginning; the stu-
dents at this school must be awakened to the fact that the
only prestige that will reflect upon them from attendance at
this school, is not that of the professor who taught them, but
that only which they have accomplished themselves.
The time has arrived then when each student at this
school owes himself and the school a duty to aid in the de-
velopment of a strong, cohesive and dynamic student body,
and this can only be done by supporting, feeling a part of,
and taking an interest in a growing school.
-JOHN ELWIN
Pictured above' are the newly elected President and Vice
President, John Elwin and Marvin Anderson. Other Student
Body Offices were won by Tom McIntosh, Student Body
Treasurer and Brian Theissen, Student Body Secretary,
Voir Di1re Staff
Appoints 4 Editors
Four members of the Voir Dire
staff have been named to the
editorial board for next year's
Volume four. Succeeding Clay
Haupert as Edi-
tor in Chief will
he George Die-
stel, Managing
E d i t o r. Mel











George Diestel publication o f
Voir Dire Editor the Associated
Students an d
since $700 of its Capproximately
$1400 budget is allocated by the
Student Council, the Voir Dire
staff nominee is subject to a Stu-
dent Council veto. The veto has
been exercised in the past.
The staff awards to this year's
graduates will be presented to
Clay Haupert, Sam Frizell, Jerry
Sch.-icider, W a 11I y Borncmeier,
and Greg Archbald at the staff
social this Saturday evening.
U.S. Attorney Poole
Views Rights Problems
Cecil Poole, U. S. attorney for
California's n or th e rn district,
came to Hastings on April third
to describe his view of "Civil
Rights As a Battle Against the
Jabberwock". Lewis Carroll's fa-
incus nonsense poem pretty well
describes the state of the civil
rights problem in our country to-
day, he said. Instead of meeting
the civil rights challenge on an
in t e I11 i g e n t, person-to-person
facts and attitudes which do not
correspond to the realities.
SCHEDULE
LIBRARY
Saturday June 6 to Sunday
September 20
Saturday, June 6 - Sunday,
June 7-CLOSED.
Monday, June 8 - Friday, June
12-8 am. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, June 13 - Sunday,
June 14-CLOSED.
Monday, June 15 - Sunday, Au-
gust 23-
Monday through Friday - 8
a.m. - 11 p.m.
Except those days when Has-
tings Summer school is not
in session, and on which the
Bar Review School holds eve-
ning sessions-8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Except July 4, Holiday
CLOSED.
Sunday - 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Monday, August 24 (Day before
Bar Exam) - 8 am. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, August 25 - Sunday,
September 13-CLOSED.
REGISTRATION WEEK
Monday, September 14 - Friday,
September 18 - 9 am. - 5 p.m.




Cali~f. Supreme Court Takes
Look at Rule v. Per petuities
In November, 1963 t h e Su-
preme Court handed down Wonig
v. Di Grctzia, 35 Cal. Reptr. 241.
In this case it was held that a. 10
year leasehold upon a building
to commence upon completion of
the building by the lessors, was
not violative of the rule against
perpetuities. In holding thus, the
court specifically disapproved of
an earlier (1958) case: Haggerty
v. City of Oakland, 1610.A.(2)
407.; wherein it had been hold
that a lease to begin upon com-
pletion was void. T he co ur t
reached its decision in Wong v.
Di Grazia by construing the con-
tract for the construction of the
building and t h e leasehold as
Ushering Program
Runs Through Summer
Did you see Barbara Streisand,
Artur Rubinstein, Sound of Mu-
sic, or the Kingston Trio? All
these and 40 other top perform-
ances entertained nearly 90 dif-
ferent Hastings students and
their dates this year through the
Ushering Program of the Associ-
ated Students. The only cost to
the students was an easy 30 min-
utes of work before curtain time.
The Ushering Program will
continue through the summer
and again next year for the bene-
fit of all Hastings students. Sam
Haskins and Larry Thelan will be
the next chairmen of the pro-
gram. They replace Win Tyler
and Greg Archbald who gradu-
ate this year.
Students who would like to par-
ticipate in the program this sum-
mer should watch the Ushering
bulletin board in the main lobby.
A notice will be posted there
soon explaining the summer Dro-
gram.
Voir Dire Adieu
This is the final Voir Dire issue
of the year. We wish to thank
Dean Sammis and his staff, the
faculty, the Student Council, the
meaning that the building woi
have to be completed within
reasonable time. This reasonali
time would necessarily be le
than the period proscribed by t]
rule against perpetuities.
The court emphasized the fa
that it would not assume that ti
parties would breach the contra
nor would the parties thereto fi
to remedy their rights under t!
contract. It is interesting to no
that the court in Wong v. Gra2
did not specifically support th(
conclusion upon t h e r e c e
(1963) amendments to the ci'
code which deal with the ru
a g a i n s t perpetuities. Althou,
California has adopted the coi
mon law expression of the ru'
the recent amendments cut
great deal of the bite from t'
literal application of the rule.
Curiously enough, it seems iii
it took such a case as Wong
Di Grazia, rather than the p,
sage of legislation which was(
viously designed to remedy t,
effect of the holding in H1aggei
v. City of Oakland. Because
lease to begin upon completi
is being used by the busin(
community with great frequen(
the Wong decision is no doubt
popular one, although from
strictly legalistic approach son
what subject to questions cent
ing upon the application, or -.n(
application of the 1963 amei





We at the Sheraton-Palace I
tel wish to express our genui
appreciation for having the hor
of serving you on the occasion
your first Annual Ball.
We are indeed sorry, howev
the unfortunate demonstratic
occurred the same day. As tot
students of Hastings College
the Law, and their friends, tU
Foundation Sets
For The California Law Library
" WEST'S CALIFORNIA REPORTER
" WEST'S ANNOTATED CALIFORNIA CODES
AND FORMS
" WEST'S CALIFORNIA DIGEST
" WEST'S CALIFORNIA PRACTICE SERIES
FOR THE FEDERAL LAW LIBRARY
" UNITED STATES CODE ANNOTATED (U.S.C.A.)
" SUPREME COURT REPORTER
" FEDERAL REPORTER, FEDERAL SUPPLEMENT
" FEDERAL RULES DECISIONS
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"Go It Alone, Be Classic"
Sole Practitioner Expounds
Advantages and Opportunitie
David M. Glickman is a graduate of the 1954 Class of Hastings.
During his career at Hastings he was simultaneously Chairman of
Moot Court and a Note & Comment Editor for the Hastings Law
Journal. His first job, which lasted one year, was with Federal
Judge Carter as a Law Clerk. Currently, Mr. Glickman is semi-
retired., but devotes time to real estate, the practice of law, television
producing, and organizing his own bank. In two prior studies, Voir
Dire explored employment practices of large and small firms. Mr.
Glickman responded with a 3rd "how to."
Why bother? Because no man is so truly independent as the in-
dependent practitioner. It can even be said with some justification
that attorneys in private practice are the only true lawyers in the
classic sense: the others, who are employed by business, by govern-
ment or by other lawyers, are mere hired hands. A salaried attorney
is just concerned about losing his job as any other white collar work-
er, and is just as likely to spend most of his time and energies in
appeasing his employer. But the man with his own private practice
is his own man! He fears no one, and can even "fire" a client or
two should they turn out to be more trouble than they are worth.
Where do clients come from? They are referred to you by the
clients are dy r prsetyoua e e re alrea  re re nt r hav  r p . i i : ." ::*"*..,::i :: : j :: ::
sented (especially if your representationha
been successful). And the best way to acqui.i..
those very first clients is to approach lawyers.,....-.
who have an established practice. Every lamwyei
who has been in practice more than a year o
two, finds himself turning away various poten-"...............
tial clients, believe it or not. This may o'~cu'_:::::1.: :::
because the potential fee might not justify the"
lawyer's time, or because the problem pre
sented is in a f ield in which the lawyer doesno
enjoy working (or in which he does not fee7*'....
qualified to work), or perhaps because the ...
lawyer is simply too busy at the time the cin
needs immediate attention. Such circumstances result in the estab-
lished lawyer referring the potential client to another lawyer. Cus-
tomarily the lawyer who refers, or forwairds, a client to another
lawyer receives a referral fee, generally equal to about one-third of
the counsel fees.
T began private practice by renting a modest office in the Mills
Building in San Francisco. That building has something like eleven
hundred offices, and most of them are occupied by lawyers. When my
phone was installed and my cards printed, I walked out into the hall
from my office, stopped at the first door that said "Attorney at Law"
-and upon entering, introduced myself. I explained that I had just
opened my office and that I would be happy to take referrals of any
kind whatever, and on any basis whatever. I did the same thing all
the way down the hall, and by the time I was ready to start on the
flour below, I was too busy with my various new clients.
A professional practice grows with a "snowballing" effect. Five
clients very likely will lead to fifteen, and fifteen to fifty. Inevitably
some, clients are litigation-conscious: they will see someone at a party
who has his arm in a sling, and will say, "My gosh, what happened
to you?-You ought to see my lawyer."
Nothat you ha vr ve client, hw you eant rprsen tem
In some instances it is wise for the beginning lawyer to associate
an experienced man on a difficult case, in order to assure the client
of competent representation, and to provide the beginner with a
valuable learning experience.
Where does one get lawbooks, furniture, and a secretary? Fur-
niture can be modest and inexpensive. Lawbooks need not be pur-
chased if care is taken to select a location for your office near the
City Hall Law Library, or its branch in the Mills Tower, or near the
library of some good-natured, established lawyer. If none of these
alternatives are available, you will find that the lawbook companies
are surprisingly trusting of penniless young lawyers. Any one of
them will install an impressive and adequate library in your office
and arrange a monthly payment as low as perhaps $20 a month, with
no interest on the unpaid balance. Many lawyers in private practice
add to their libraries over a period of many years, and gradually
increase the monthly amount they pay the lawbook companies, as
their clientele grows.
It is not necessary to employ a full time legal secretary at the
outset. Most of the larger buildings have public stenographers who
are competent to do legal work (and, in fact, who may be able to
give some legal advice to the beginning lawyer), and who are paid
according to the amount of work done. This permits the beginner
to adjust his bill for secretarial services to the amount of work he
has currently, rather than be faced with a substantial fixed item
of overhead each month. There are also excellent commercial secre-
tarial services which supply a dictating machine which the young
lawyer keeps in his office; the service picks up each day's dictation,
simultaneously delivering the completed work from the day before.
The charge depends on the amount of work done, with a minimum
monthly charge which should not unduly strain the resources of
the beginner.
Now that I have provided for you an office, lawbooks, secretarial
help, clients and the method of learning to represent them, I invite
you to embark upon one of the most exciting, satisfying, rewarding,
and continually interesting occupations one can have. Let me assure
you that practicing law is far more stimulating and infinitely easier
than going to law school! And although law practice is financially
rewarding, truly there are other rewards as well. When I had been
in practice only a few months, I represented a semi-literate domestic
who was being bothered by a collection agency about a $300 auto
deficiency judgment. I persuaded the agency to settle for $20, using
the breathtaking logic that they could never get any more out of
her anyway. I charged her a $10 fee. To my surprise I received by
mail several days later, a pencilled scrawl to the following effect
(with only the spelling corrected): "Lawyer Glickman from the
bottom of my heart I thank you. I pray for you and always remem-
ber what you done for me."
Demos Elect Officers
Plan Summer Projects
In a year-end burst of activity,
the Hastings Democratic Club has
elected its new officers, adopted
a new constitution, and outlined
two summer projects of the Club.
The officers for 1964-65 are:
John Dukes, San Francisco, Pres-
ident; James Birdsall, San Mateo,
Vice President; Lee Jarnagin,
San Francisco, Secretary; a n d
Robert Mittel San Francisco,
Treasurer.
The summer projects which the
Club will undertake are (1) a
survey of San Francisco public
housing problems, and (2) assist-
ance in campaign work for demo-
cratic candidates in the city's 21st
Assembly District. V olu nt ee r
workers on these projects are
welcomed, whether they are Club
members or not.
Standing Committees on "Polit-
ical Action," Social and Finance,'
and "Programs" were also set up.
Final Fraternity News
PHI ALPHA DELTA
Temple Chapter of Phi Alpha
Delta legal fraternity has just
completed a highly successful
academic year having sponsored
professional functions and social
affairs geared to acquaint the
members with all phases of the
legal profession.
On Friday, April 10, 1964, the
Chapter initiated thirty-eight
pledges into the Fraternity. The
ceremony was conducted in the
Superior Court Chambers of
Judge Arata with Professor John
Bradway in attendance.
That evening one hundred and
fifty brothers and guests
gathered at DiMaggio's Restaur-
ant for the Annual Pledge Initia-
tion Banquet. Among those pres-
ent as honored guests were: Pro-
fessor Roscoe Steffen, District II
Justice Frank Worthington, and
as speaker for the evening, San
Francisco Municipal Court Judge
Tower. Guest speaker was Broth-
er A. F. Bray of the District
Court of Appeal who addressed
the faculty, members of the fin-
tn.ernity and guests. Judging from
the turnout, the evening was a
great success.
Recent elections of fraternity
officers for the 1964-65 academic
year were held on April 11th at
San Francisco's exclusive eatery,
Clintons. Elected to fill the year's
vacancies were George Ellis,
Magister; Rich Critchlow, Clerk:
Chuck Werdel, Exchequer; and
John Normanly, Historian.
Ronald Reagan.
On March 31, Ronald Reagan
visited Hastings at the invitation
of the Law Forum and spoke to
the student body. Although he
is known primarily as a motion
picture and television actor, Mr.
Reagan has also, in recent years,
been building a reputation as an
articulate spokesman of the con-
servative cause. In his speech, Mr.
Reagan discussed the responsibil-
ity of every American citizen in
seeing that his Constitutional
rights are protected. He em-
phasized that the crucial differ-
ence between the American
theory of Constitutional govern-
ment and totalitarian theory of
government is that in this coun-
try the government derives its
power from the people while in
many other countries, the people
derive their rights from the gov-
erment.
"Canst Beat That?"
Professor Prosser in Top Form
For Apr*i Foolery-SRO Crowd
Dean William Prosser entertained an enchanted, over-
flow audience at Hastings on April 1 with his readings in
literature. The collection of prose and poetry that he read
seemed oddly appropriate to the first day in, April, for in each
of the selections. a twist- at- the ending gave a surprise con-
clusion to the story; fittingfly
enough, the French word "tort"
means twist.
Dean Prosser began with Paul
Gahico's "The Awful Secret of M.
Bonneval,," w h e r e restaurateur
Armand Bonneval earned both a
topnotch r a t ing i n the Guide
Michelin and the designation of
his restaurant as the "Sorbonne
of Cookery" for the gastronomic
symphony he prepared with his
secret ingredient X, which turned
out to be catnip.
With the keen sense of timing
and the appropriate splashes of
vocal color that make his read-
ings so effective, Dean Prosser
was able to create a vivid por-
trayal of "The Shooting of Dan
McGrew,," by Robert W. Service,
followed by "The Ballad of Yu-
kon Jake" by Edward E. Periy-
more.
From the Book of Wonder by
Lord Dunsany, Dean Prosser
read the "Distressing Tale of
Thangabrin the Jeweler." The
program closed with a fanciful
setting of a golf match as it
might have been played in the
year 1215 AD.-Stephen Lea-
cock's "Medieval Hole in One."
Playing the game known vari-
ously -As "golf," or "guff," or
"gcoof," Hubert the Norman is
pitted against Loxley the Saxon,
who is suspected of being the no-
torious Robin Hood. With the
piping of the hauteboy, the con-
test begins and Hubert stirikes
the ball straight into the cup for-
a hole in one. "Canst beat that?*,*
asks King John. Not to be out-
done, Loxley indeed sinks his
hole in one, and so perfectly
strikes the ball of Hubert that he
knocks it out of the cup and all
the way back to its place on t-he
tee. "Fetch me Magna Carta,"
orders King John, "I'll sign it."
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A Legal Volcano... 0?
D.A.'s Views ont Publicity Problem
Criminal Law Authori~ty Sees
Self-Restraint As A Solution
District Attorney Lynch is a graduate of the University of San
Francisco Law School. He began his legal career as an attorney for
Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. Later he worked as an Assistant U.S.
Attorney and in 1951 he became San Francisco's District Attorney.
He is a member of the Law and Legislative Committee, California
District Attorney's Assoc.
Fair Trial and Free Press
By THOMAS C. LYNCH, District Attorney
A legal volcano is quietly smouldering today and watching it is
a group of people who are wondering when it is going to erupt and
seriously affect the daily lives of many of us. Not everyone views
this prospect with the same apprehension, and perhaps not all of
those who will be af fected are *presently aware of the existence of
this volcano.
Its name is Rideau vs. Louisiana, decided by -the United States
Supreme Cour-t on June 3, 1963, and reported 10 L.Ed. 2d 663. The
facts are simple, but the end result is bound to be complicated and
controversial. Wilbert Rideau was arrested after the perpetration of
a robbery-murder in Lake Charles, Louisiana. The morning after
his arrest 'a sound motion picture was made of an "interview" be-
tween the sheriff and Rideau. The Supreme Court says the interview
"Consisted of interrogation by the sheriff and admissions by Rideau
that he had perpetrated the bank robbery, kidnapping, and murder."
The writer has viewed the film and feels that the Supreme Court was
somewhat gfenerous in its description of this episode. The point is not
important, but what followed is important. The sound film was broad-
cast on three succeeding days to an estimated audience of 106,000
per-sons. The area where the film was shown has a population of
150,000 persons. The Supreme Court does not enlighten us as to
whether some -or all of the audience saw the performance more than
once.
When Rideau was arraigned his counsel promptly moved for a
change of venue on the ground that it would deprive Rideau of rights
guaranteed him under the Constitution to force him to trial in that
jurisdiction after the three broadcasts of his "interview." The motion
was denied. Rideau was tried, convicted, and sentenced to death. The
Supreme Court reversed, holding that it was a denial of due process
to refuse the request for change of venue "after the people of Cal-
casieu Parish had been exposed repeatedly and in depth to the spec-
tacle of Rideau personally confessing in detail to the crimes with
which he was later to be charged. For anyone who has ever watched
television the conclusion cannot be avoided that this spectacle, to
the tens of thousands of people who saw and heard it, in a very real
sense was Rideau's trial-at which he pleaded guilty to murder. Any
subsequent court proceedings in a community so pervasively exposed
to such a spectacle would be but a hollow formality." In another part
of the rather brief opinion, the Court stated:
"Thle case now before us does not involve physical brutal-
ity. The kangaroo court proceedings ini this case involved a
subtle but no less real deprivation of due process of law.
Under our Constitution's guarantee of due process, a per-
son accused of committing. a crime is vouchsafed basic
minimal rights. Among these are the right to counsel, the
right to plead not guilty, and the right to be tried in a
courtroom presided over by a judge. Yet in this case the
people. of Calcasieu Parish saw and heard, not once but
thtree times, a 'trial' of Rideau in a jail, presided over by
a sheriff, where there was no lawyer to advise Rideau of
his right to stand mute."
It would seem fairly obvious that the Supreme Court in this case
is taking a good look at the impact of television upon the modern
juidicial scene. The court has not selected an unusual or bizarre use
and the legal profession were not going to reach a universally ac-
cepted solution and the net result has been a series of local rulings
by individual judges, ranging from complete barring of all television
to such an active participation on the part of the judiciary that it
has been suggested that they should become members of the Actors'
Guild. Those who are charged with the apprehension, custody, and
prosecution of persons charged with crime now have a mandate to
refrain from participating or even assisting in any way in the broad-
casting of any information having a tendency to prejudice potential
jurors. This was made clear even before Rideau when the Supreme
Court of the State of California in 1961 in People vs. Brommel, 56
Cal 2d 629, stated in part:
"Prosecuting officers owe a public duty of fairness to the
accused, as well as to the People. and they should avoid
the danger of prejudicing jurors and prospective jurors by
giving material to news disseminating agencies which may
be inflammatory or inmproperly prejudicial to defendant's
rig lits."
Perhaps the most interesting feature of both Brommel and Rideau
is that the courts in each instance have adopted what might be called
a saturation theory. Certainly in Rideau the United States Supreme
STU DENTS:
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Court is saying that regardless of whether or not the individual
jurors saw or heard and were influenced by the broadcast, the com-
munity had been so saturated that it was impossible to obtain a
panel capable of giving the defendant a fair trial. They state this
rather clearly when they say: "But we do not hesitate to hold, with-
out pausing to examine a particularized trtinscript of the voir dire
examination of the inembers of the jury, that due process of law
in this case required a trial before a jury drawn from a community
of people who had not seen and heard Rideau's televised 'interview'."
It should be noted that the court does not refer to jurors who had
not seen or heard the interview, but in saying in effect that even
though there may have been persons who had not seen or heard the
interview, nevertheless this particular community was no longer au
area from which jurors could be drawn to try this particular case.
This, of course, raises tremendous problems. If we ar-e to assume
that a televised confession had occurred in connection with the
assassination of President Kennedy, where in this land- could a com-
munity be found which had not been completely saturated with re-
peated broadcasts?
Recognizing the problem of the law enforcement officials, Attor-
ney General Stanley Mosk called conferences early this year in San
Francisco, Los Angeles and Sacramento. To these meetings he in-
vited district attorneys, sheriffs, police officials, as well as repre-
sentatives of all the news media. The purpose of these meetings was
to acquaint the interested '-parties with the recent decisions of the
Supreme Court of the State of California and the United States and
to point out that because of these decisions, all persons involved in
law enforcement must review and in all probability revise their
practices for dealing with the news media. It was interesting to note
that a substantial percentage of both the law enforcement and news
media personnel present were-not thoroughly acquainted with these
decisions. It also became apparent that the news media people, while
recognizing the problms involved, were not ready to endorse any
plan which would prevent them from gaining access to the news in
the manner to which they have become accustomed. Attorney Gen-
eral Mosk suggested to various policing agencies that it might be
well to take stock of their present procedures in order that they
might be brought into line with what amounts to a mandate from
the Supreme Court. This is presently being done in many areas of
California. It is interesting to note that the Police Department of
the city of New York has laid down very stringent rules regarding
press procedures concerning persons in custody. For example, the
New York police will not permit any press interviews of persons
in their custody, nor will they allow any photographs to be taken
during the interrogation of a prisoner, nor may a prisoner be posed
for the press. It is not anticipated that the procedures to be followed
in California will necessarily be as strict, but there most certainly
will be some curtailment of press interviews, particularly when they
involve confessions or re-enactment of crimes.
There is little doubt that the news media people are presently
indulging in considerable soul-searching and self-criticism, while
not all of them are in agreement as to the methods to be followed.
Dr. Frank Stanton, president of Columbia Broadcasting System, in a
lecture delivered March 26 at the University of Pennsylvania, pro-
posed a voluntary, inter-media code of fair practices that would
guide coverage of legislative and judicial proceedings, as well as the
pre-trial and detention periods. He was quoted as saying that in this
"age of electronic communications, there exists a need to overhaul
the rules governing the press in its relations in the judicial process."
Dr. Stanton indicated that Columbia Broadcasting System was willing
to finance a study of this entire subject matter. One of the most in-
teresting criticisms of the activity of news media can be found in an
article appearing in the Saturday Review, January 11, 1964. Its
author is Mr. Her-bert Brucker, president of the American Society
of Newspaper Editors. His comments are too lengthy to reproduce
here, but to anyone interested in this problem, Mr. Brucker's views
To date the Administration has
received 1150 requests for admis-
sion to the fir-st year class of 1964-
65. Applications received aflter
April 30 have been placed on a
waiting list. These applications
will not be processed until all
pr ior. ones have been acted upon.
At the preseint tim'N, 350 have
been tentatively accepted. Next
year's freshman class will not ex-
ceed 550 students, and will be
made up of three sections.
Many years ago the toxicolo-
gists were greatly disturbed by a
problem of news dissemination.
It started when their attention
was directed to the fact that mur-
ders by poison seemed to occur
in "bunches", so to speak. There
would be several in quick suc-
cession followed by a substantial
period with no crime of this
nature. Then there would be sev-
eral more in a relatively short
space of time, followed again by
a lull in this type of activity. And
this pattern had been repeated
time and again. Of particular in-
terest also was the fact that in
each series of such homicides the
same poison had been employed.
The recor-ds showed the use of
many poisons but almost without
exception a different poison was
used ony in a different series of
such killings. This induced the
toxicologists to believe that the
wide publicity given to a murde,-r
by poison, with special emphasis
upon the particular toxic agent
employed, was so suggestive as
to induce others to resort to the
same device.
This was before the days of
television but the toxicologists
presented this ease to leaders of
the press and radio, and an agree-
ment was reached that in future
the publicity given to such a
homicide would make no men-
tion, directly or indirectly, of the
particular poison P. m p I o y e d.
Some time ther-eafter Dean Wil-
bur J. Teeters, one of the leading
toxicologists of his day, in ad-
dressing a meeting of police offi-
cers said that in the seven years
that had then elapsed since that
agreement was made no instance
of violation had been brought
to his attention. He reported also
a substantial reduction in the
number of homicides by poison
and the f act that they no longer
occurred in "'bunches". He was
convinced that the change in pub-
licity had had a very salutary re-
sult.
That agreement, reached so
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